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£r CHAPTER I 
ABOUT SHEEP 


PEOPLE keep sheep because they get wool and meat 
from them. The man who takes care of a flock of 
sheep is called a shepherd. In the Bible we often 
read about shepherds. Abraham had big flocks of 
sheep. Abel, David and Amos were shepherds also. 
We all know that the Lord Jesus called Himself the 
Good Shepherd. 


A SHEPHERD WITH HIS SHEEP IN ENGLAND. YOU CAN 
SEE THE DOG WHO Pere TO LOOK AFTER THE 
SHEEP 


The best sheep live in cool countries where theré&, ©. 
is not much rain. There are many sheep in E ype, Bibrary 
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Australia, New Zealand, South Africa and in the 
cooler parts of Asia and America. Sheep in very 
hot countries do not have thick wool. A country 
with much rain is not good for sheep. 

Like goats, sheep can climb hills. They chew the 
cud like cows but they can eat grass and short 
bushes which cows will not eat. Sheep can live on 
land which is poor and not good for cultivation. 
Many sheep live on mountains where the grass is 
short and hard. 

Some sheep have horns. The horns of some 
sheep are long and curly. The best sheep have 
long, thick, curly hair. We call this hair wool, and 
the wool from one sheep a fleece. Many sheep have 
white wool. Some have white wool and black faces. 
Some have white faces and black wool. We call 
the mother sheep a ewe, the father sheep a ram, 
and the baby sheep a lamb. 

In some countries the shepherd drives his sheep, 
but in the East he leads them. Jesus often saw 
shepherds leading the sheep on the hills of Galilee. 
At night, sheep are put in a sheep fold. In the 
morning the shepherd calls his sheep. They come 
to him and he leads them to the fields. In the 
evening he takes them back to the fold. A fold has 
- high walls so that wild animals and thieves cannot 
‘climb it. The shepherd stands at the narrow door- 
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ABOUT SHEEP 


A SHEEP FOLD IN PALESTINE 


way, and counts the sheep as they go in one by one. 
If any are hurt he gives them medicine and heals 
their wounds. Then he makes a fire outside the 
doorway to keep away wild animals. 


THINGS TO DO 
I. Make a model of a sheep fold: 

(a) With soil, stones and sand, make hills and 
valleys, on a model table. Or soak little 
pieces of paper in water; stir them in glue; 
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and mould them to make hills, etc. When 
they are dry paint them green. 

(b) Add grass, twigs, a tin of water, etc., to make 
trees and lake. 

(c) Build a fold with sticks or stones. Leave a 
narrow door-way. 

(d) Cut out pictures of sheep and shepherd. 
Mount them on card. 

Find pictures if you can of an Eastern shepherd 


with his sheep. If you may, cut them out and paste 
them in your book. 


QUESTIONS 


1. 


What do we call a mother sheep? A baby sheep? 
The wool from one sheep? 


. Name a country where shepherds lead their sheep. 
- Name a country south of the Equator where there are 


big sheep farms. 
Name two shepherds mentioned in the Bible. 


. Find in this chapter the plural of thief, sheep, flock, 


country, shepherd. 


. Find one word in each of paragraphs 3 and 4 which 


has a silent “b.” 


. In this chapter there are three ways of writing the long 


CPET 


e” sound: with ee, ea, or ie. 


Read paragraph five again. Copy two words spelt in 
each of these ways. 
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CHAPTER II 


HOW MEN MADE WOOL CLOTH IN 
THEIR HOMES 


Shearing, Spinning, Dyeing, Weaving 


LonG ago, men used the skins of animals that had 
thick hair for clothes. In England men wore the 
skins of bears and other animals. John the Baptist 
wore the skin of a camel. Sheep’s wool is very 
thick. Shepherds on the cold mountains of Switzer- 
land wear whole sheep fleeces. 

Later, shepherds learnt that it was best to cut the 
wool from each sheep once a year. They did this 
with knives or scissors. We call this shearing the 
sheep. The shepherd 
carried the fleeces home 
and his wife took them 
to the tiver and washed 
them. The fleeces dried 
in the sunshine. 

Then the family work- 
ed at home with the 
wool. They took hanu- 
fuls of wool and made 
the little hairs liestraight. A sPINNING-WHEEL 
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Then the shepherd’s wife took the short hairs and 
twisted them to make one long thread of wool. She 
did this on her spinning-wheel. We call this spin- 
ning. 

When the family had made much thread they 
washed it again to take away the grease. Then 
they made beautiful dyes from plants and dyed the 


wool thread. The wool was now ready for weaving 
in the loom. 


WASHING THE FLEECES 
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HOW MEN MADE WOOL CLOTH 


A loom is a frame made for weaving. The old 
looms were made of wood. The family put many 
long threads of wool very near together in the 
loom. We call these long threads the warp. Then 
they put thread round the shuttle. The shuttle 
weaves the thread across the warp. We call this 
cross thread 
the weft. All 
cloth is woven 
in this way. 

When they 
had woven a 
long piece of 
cloth, they 
took it to the 
river and pres- 
sed it in the 
water with” 
their feet to 
make the 
warp and weft WEAVING CLOTH ON A HAND LOOM 
threads swell and stick together. Then they dried 
the cloth in the sunshine. The shepherd’s wife 
made clothes and blankets with the cloth for her 
family. 

People have known how to spin and weave for 
thousands of years. There are many different kinds 
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of hand looms. Each country makes its loom in its i 


own way. Some looms stand upright. The Persians 
make mats on looms like this. 


THINGS TO DO 

1. If you can, get some sheep’s wool. Look at the 
hairs. Are they long, short, curly or straight? 
What colour are they? With a comb or brush 
make the hairs lie straight with one another. Pull 
out some hairs, twist them together. Add more 
hairs. Make a thread of wool. 


2. If any people near you have a spinning-wheel, 
go and watch them spinning. 


QUESTIONS 
What is a loom? 
In what country do men weave on an upright loom? 
Which threads in a loom are called the warp? 
Copy a sentence from paragraph 3 that tells you what 
spinning is. 

. Learn the words: dye die dry 

Put the correct one into each of these sentences : 
(a) We make . . . from plants. 
(b) A lamb will . . . without its mother. 
(c) They put the fleeces to . . . in the sun. 

B. What words do you know that rhyme with “whole”? 
Write a sentence using the word “whole.” 

C. Make two columns in your book. Write present time 
at the top of column 1 and past time at the top of 
column 2. In column 1 write down these words: 

wear learn carry dry wash make have 
Read paragraphs 1 and 2 and find the past time of each. 
Write down the words in column 2. 
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CHAPTER II 
WOOL ON A SHEEP FARM 


Some farmers keep sheep for meat and some for 
wool. In Australia, New Zealand and America the 
farms are very big. There are sometimes 30,000 
sheep on one farm. The sheep go into a “dip” 
twice a year. The sheep walk one by one into water 
in a long, narrow pit. In the water there is medicine, 
which soaks into the wool and kills all the lice. Lice 
are little insect-like animals which live on the bodies 
of sheep. They suck the blood of the sheep and 
make sore places on their skins. The sheep climb 
out at the other end of the pit. 


SHEEP BEING DIPPED 
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When summer begins in Australia the shearers 
go to shear the sheep. A group of twenty or thirty 
shearers go to one farm. They begin on the farms 
in Queensland in the north and go south from 
farm to farm until they arrive in Victoria. 

The shepherds drive the sheep into fields around 
the shearing pen or shed and the sheep go in one 
by one. A pen is a piece of fenced ground. Ina 
shearing shed there are machines for shearing the 
sheep. Each shearer holds a sheep and guides the 
shears which cut the fleece. The machines make 
the shears cut. All the wool can be cut froma sheep 
in less than five minutes. At a farm with 40,000 
sheep the shearers will shear more than 2,000 sheep 


SHEARING A SHEEP 
10 


WOOL ON A SHEEP FARM 


in a day. The wool from one ram sometimes 
weighs 15 Ibs. Bare sheep walk out of the shearing 
shed. 

Men look at the fleeces and divide them into 
those with long hairs and those with short. They 
pack fifty fleeces in sacking with narrow iron belts 
round them. We call these bales. A good fleece 
weighs nearly 8 Ibs. Some bales weigh 400 lbs. 

Then the bales go from the farms to the towns. 
They go on flat-bottom boats called barges on a 
river, in a truck of a train, or on motor lorries or 
carts, pulled by horses, donkeys or camels. In the 
towns the wool traders buy the bales in the wool 
markets. 

Some countries export many bales of wool. 
Years ago big sailing ships carried the wool to 
England from Australia. It was woven in York- 
shire where the river water is very good for making 
the wool threads swell and stick together. Steam- 
ships now carry many million bales to England and 
Europe each year. When the wool arrives at these 
countries it goes to the wool factories. The world 
uses 4000 million Ibs. of wool in a year. 


THINGS TO DO 

1. Look at a map of Australia. Find the States of; 

Queensland and Victoria. What States do 
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shearers go through on the way from Queensland 
to Victoria? Find the capital of each of these 
States. 
2. Look at a map of the World. Follow the four 
ways by sea to England from Australia: 

(a) Round South Africa. 

(b) Round South America. 

(c) Through the Suez Canal. 

(d) Through the Panama Canal. 
Name the capes at the southern end of South 
Africa and South America. 
Name the oceans and seas which ships cross on the 
journeys (c) and (d). 


QUESTIONS 


1. What does the medicine in the sheep dip do? 
2. How many fleeces are packed together ? 
3. How many pounds does a good fleece weigh? 
4. In what part of England is wool cloth woven? Why 
is it woven there? 
A. Write these sentences in the right order: 
Some countries export many bales of wool. 
The shearer holds the sheep and guides the shears. 
The wool traders buy the bales. 
Men pack 50 fleeces in a bale. 
A group of shearers go to one farm. 
The bales go from the farm to the town. 
B. Write these sentences in the present time: 
(a) A shearer held the sheep. 
(b) Steam ships carried many bales to England. 
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CHAPTER IV 


A WOOL FACTORY 


Waen the bales of wool arrive at a factory, men 
open them and wash the fleeces with soap and 
water. Then the wool goes through machines 
which comb it and make all the hairs lie straight. 
Other machines then spin the short wool hairs to 
make long wool threads. 


att SS 
A MACHINE LOOM WEAVING WOOLLEN CLOTH 
The wool thread is often washed again to take 
away the grease. Men collect the grease from the 
water to make a good ointment for the skin. In 
another part of the factory the wool is dyed. 
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The clean, dry thread now goes to the looms. In 
the factory, engines make the looms move. A 
machine loom moves more quickly than a hand 
loom and so one machine can weave very many 
yards of woollen cloth in a day. 

The woven cloth then lies in big tanks under 
water. This makes the threads of the new woven 
cloth stick firmly together. When the cloth is dry 
it is ready to be made into blankets, coats, trousers, 
dresses and rugs. Women pack these things in 
boxes. Trains, ships and lorries take the woollen 
things to many places. 


BLANKETS BEING MADE 
Millions of bales of wool go every year to Eng- 
land. In factories there men and women spin the 
wool and weave woollen cloth from it, dye the 
cloth and make clothes. England then exports 
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many thousand miles of woollen cloth and many 
clothes to other countries. There are many fac- 
tories now in Australia also for making woollen 
cloth. 

Much woollen cloth is made on machine looms 
but some people still have hand looms in their 
homes. Some of the best woollen cloth comes from 
Scotland and the islands off the west coast of Scot- 
land. In many schools now girls and boys learn to 
weave with hand looms. It is good for all men to 
know how to make many things with their hands. 
People spin and weave in many lands with threads 
of wool, flax, cotton or silk. 


THINGS TO DO 
1. Look at a map of South Africa. Find Port 
Elizabeth from which much wool is exported. In 
what countries would you look for these ports: 
Liverpool, Melbourne, Wellington, Sydney? Find 
these ports on a map of the world. 
2. Try to find pictures of spinning, dyeing or weav- 
ing woollen cloth in a factory. If you may, cut out 
the pictures and paste them in your book. Copy 
under each one a sentence from this chapter which 
explains the picture. 
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QUESTIONS 


1. 


What do men do when bales of wool arrive at a factory ? 
. Name two things men make with woollen cloth. 


2 
3. What makes the looms move in a factory? 
4. 


. Name two things you use which you could make with 
your hands. 
Name two things you use which were made with 
machines. 


A. What word in paragraph 1 has a silent “b”? What 


other words do you know like this? 


B. Read paragraph 1 again. Copy into your book all 


the Nouns. 


C. Write these words in the right order to make sen- 


tences: 
(a) comb the machines wool the. 
(b) school many weave to at girls learn. 
(c) quickly a cloth very weaves machine. 
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You may find these words difficult. When you meet 
them in the book try to think out for yourself what they 
mean. If you cannot do this, ask your teacher for help. 


bale 
“dip” 
dye 
ewe 
fleece 
flock 
frame 
grease 
lamb 
loom 
medicine 
ram 


Nouns 


Adjectives 
Scissors bare 
shearer beautiful 
shears curly 
sheep upright 
shepherd 
shuttle 
sickle 
thread 
warp 
weft 
wool 


Verbs 
climb 
comb 
dye 
shear 
spin 
weave 
(woven) 


Things We Use Series 


1. A Packet of Tea 

2. A Pound of Sugar 

3. A Loaf of Bread 

4. A Sack of Rice 

5. A Tin of Salmon 

6. A Tin of Meat 

7. A Tin of Milk 

8. A Tin of Butter or Cheese 
9. A Woollen Blanket 

10. Cotton and Other Threads 
11. A Bar of Soap 

12. A Packet of Needles 

13. Oil 

14. A Lead Pencil 

15. Paper and Books 

16. Money 

17. A School Rubber 

18. Salt 

19. Glass and Plastics 

20. Tin 

21. A Cup of Coffee 

22. A Bar of Chocolate 

23. Silk 

24. Leather 
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